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Imagine a child eating breakfast learning about dinosaurs on a placemat in front of them. Now 
imagine instead of dinosaurs they are learning about your topic. This is what we have told our 
students to preface their major project. They create a child-friendly treatment of their topic. 
Explaining how small a microorganism is in a way that a child can understand is not trivial. Nor is 
explaining pH, signal transduction or photosynthesis. And yet our students have done it while also 
making it engaging through use of cartoons, colorful graphics and humor. Plagiarism is not an issue 
when students have to translate complicated ideas down to the level that children can understand. 
We have used this assignment successfully for a number of years for both individuals and groups 
of students. Most recently groups of students have used online tools available for group work to 
cartoon various scientific concepts for children. 
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Mission, Review Process & Disclaimer 
 
The Association for Biology Laboratory Education (ABLE) was founded in 1979 to promote information 

exchange among university and college educators actively concerned with teaching biology in a laboratory setting. 
The focus of ABLE is to improve the undergraduate biology laboratory experience by promoting the development 
and dissemination of interesting, innovative, and reliable laboratory exercises. For more information about ABLE, 
please visit http://www.ableweb.org/. 

Papers published in Advances in Biology Laboratory Education: Peer-Reviewed Publication of the Conference 
of the Association for Biology Laboratory Education are evaluated and selected by a committee prior to presentation 
at the conference, peer-reviewed by participants at the conference, and edited by members of the ABLE Editorial 
Board. 
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